STATEMENT SUMMARY

Name: Joanne Jackson Todd

Significance to Beach’s Clemency Application: Beach claims that Joanne was
directly involved in the homicide, had Kim Nees’s necklace and car keys after the
homicide, and she told him and Caleb Gourneau that she had been in a fight with
some girl the night Kim was murdered. Beach claims Joanne showed him and
Caleb a clump of hair missing from her head as a result of the fight.

Summary of March 21, 2007 Tape Recorded Statement
Relationship with Kim and/or Beach

Joanne was 15 years old at the time of Kim’s murder. She knew Kim but
not very well. She never ran around with Kim. She knew Kim’s younger sister,
Pam, better than Kim, and sometimes hung out with Pam. (3, 5, 8.)

Recollection of Activities the Evening of June 15, 1979

Joanne was with her older sister Roberta, and they were cruising around with
Maude Greyhawk, Sissy Atkinson and Rose Failing in Maude’s car. (3.) These
were Roberta’s friends, but since Roberta got to go out, Joanne got to go with her.
(4.) She believes that either Sissy or Maude bought beer at the Buckhorn Bar.
While they were parked there, she saw someone smash into a car. (4-5.) She also
remembers seeing the Nees truck drive by, but she was not sure who was driving.
She thought she saw somebody running behind the truck. (6.) Joanne and Roberta
were home by 11 p.m., because that was their curfew. (4.) She learned of Kim’s
murder the next morning when Cassie Uter came over and told her. (6.) She did

not specifically recall the parade the next day, although her sister had reminded her
of that. (7.)

About a week after Kim’s murder, Joanne, Ed Vandover and one other
person were down by the river when she found a necklace. She picked it up and
wondered out loud if it belonged to Kim. Ed snatched it from her and said he
would take it and find out. (11.) The necklace was a little cross with a diamond,
and she thinks it was broken. (12.) Joanne remembers being questioned at the
time of the homicide. She also remembers giving law enforcement hair samples
and fingerprints. (10.)



Statements and/or Actions Centurion Ministries Attributes to Her

Joanne denies any knowledge of, or involvement in, Kim’s homicide.
(15, 16.) She was not involved in a fight around the time of Kim’s murder. She
specifically denies being in a car with Caleb Gourneau shortly after Kim’s murder,
at which time she supposedly produced a necklace and a key chain and bragged

that she was missing a clump of hair from a fight she had purportedly been in.
(8, 11-12.)

Assessment of Centurion Ministries’ Investigation

About two or three years ago, investigators showed up at her house in
Missoula. (13.) Her husband, Mike, asked them to leave and told them not to
come back. Despite Mike’s request, the investigators used all sorts of methods to
talk with Joanne. Once the investigators came to the house in the company of one
of Mike’s classmates apparently thinking this would get them in the door. (14.)
Mike asked them to leave. On another occasion, the investigators tried to get
access to Joanne through her landlady. Apparently, they used a guise that someone
in Joanne’s family had been in an accident, and thus, they needed to speak with her
at her landlady’s residence. Joanne arrived believing that her sister had been in an
accident only to find Centurion Ministries’ investigators. She was very angry.
They showed her a picture of a bloody palm print and told her that for all they
knew, it could be hers. (15.) Once again, she refused to talk with the investigators.

(15.)

Joanne’s husband, Mike added: “I’d just like to comment on the way
Centurion Ministries has badgered us over the years. Uh, they’ve caused a lot of
stress on my family, bringing in--you know, coming and claiming they’re
investigators and, and going as far as printing in the newspaper Joanne Jackson
killed this woman. And, and for us--for my wife to try to poke her head out in
community and society and, and it’s been really hard on her--hard for her to look
for work and hard for her to do this and that because there’s so much chaos or, uh,
so much talking going amongst that . . . Centurion Ministries has started.” (17.)

Joanne explained that she actually works in a different town now as a result
of all the publicity concerning her alleged participation in Kim’s murder. She
explained: “I, I was working at the hospital up here; then I went to have lunch and
I know they’re sitting there talking about me, you know that it’s over this deal.
And how embarrassing is that, you know. It doesn’t feel real good. And so I said I
won’t work there anymore, you know.” (18.)
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WM: Today’s date is March 21, 2007; the time is approximately 1515 hours. The
location of this recording is in Poplar, Montana at the TLU or Transitional Living
Unit. We're in a conference room. Present is myself and Joanne Jackson Todd,
along with Assistant Attorney Generals Tammy Plubell, Mike Wellenstein and
Roosevelt County Deputy Sheriff Richie McDonald. And Joanne’s husband Mike
Todd is also here. Joanne, would you state your complete name, please?

TE: Joanne Jackson Todd.

WM: And Joanne, what is your home phone number, please?

JT: R

WM: And do you reside in Poplar?

J1z Yes.

WM: And what is your date of birth, please?

" § i 07-20-63.

WM: And your soc?

T e
WM: 2973.
JT: Yes.
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Okay. Joanne, we’re here today to talk with you about what you know about the
Kim Nees homicide, as well as Barry Beach and, uh, statements you made
previously to local law enforcement officials here in Roosevelt County; also with
the FBI; uh, and also some contacts that we believe that Centurion Ministries had
with you. Um, we have also read information from others who have said that
you’re possibly involved in some way, and we’d like to, to clear that all up in
your own words. Are you agreeable to that?

Yes.

Joanne, if we could go back to Friday, June 15" 1979. Do you remember what
you were doing?

Yes, | was just cruising around for awhile with my sister, Maude Kirn, Sissy
Atkinson and Rose Failing.

Okay. And what outfit were you in?

In Maude’s car. It’s a green older model car. I don’t know what make it was.
In...

I don’t remember.

When you say you were cruising around, were you generally in Poplar itself?
Yes.

And how, uh, old were you at that time?

Uh, I thought I was 14 but I'm fif... I guess [ was 15, according to my birthday.
Okay. So you’re cruising around, and these girls were a little older than you.
Yes.

Okay. And when you say you were cruising, were you like cruising the drag?
Yes.

And when you cruised the drag, where did you normally tumn around at?

By the high school.

At the we... on the west end by the high school, before you drop down the hill?
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Yes.

Okay. Um, if people in the car had to relieve themselves or take a pee, do you
know where you’d go to do that?

[ don’t remember even doing that. I don’t remember stopping to go pee or
anything because...

Okay.

.. um...
Well, there’s a reason I ask that.
Oh.
If you don’t recall, that’s fine.
No, I don’t recall even doing that.

Now, uh, that night, how late were you out?

About 11:00. , W
n {ﬁl

And was there a reason that you went home at 11? , M ’p,«/y < 0
L -é" *

A -
Because we had to be home. My sister and I had to be home. If she went \
somewhere, [ got to go with her, but I had - we had to be home at a certain time
S0...
So there was a curfew in the family?
She was babysitting basically. She was babysitting me basically.
Okay.

I wasn’t old enough so — and those were her friends and so that’s why we were
cruising with them.

Okay. And in the car that night, did you guys get ahold of some beer?
They bought a six pack at Buckhom.

Who is they?
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Maude and Sissy; whoever was old enough to buy it.

Okay. And do you recall being near the Buckhom Bar that night?

Yes. And they pulled in there; that’s where they bought the beer.

To get the beer. And do you recall anything eventful happening there at the bar?
Yeah. Car wreck or a car hit another car in front of the bank.

Okay.

Smashed into it.

Okay. Do you recall seeing — uh, do you remember Kim Nees?

Uh huh (affirmative).

Uh, did you personally know her?

Uh, kinda; not really well.

Okay. Do you know, uh, or do you remember the pickup that she drove?
Yes.

Did you see it that night?

N

When?

When we looked back at the wreck, I seen it squeal out from the bank.
The pickup?

Yes.

And which direction was it headed?

Towards the light. From the bank to the — the bank’s here; Buckhorm’s here, and
she turned this way; went down Main Street.

And what direction would that be, as far as compass direction?

North.
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So did you see who was driving the pickup — the Nees vehicle?
No.

Did you see anybody afoot that evening?

I thought I did. I thought I saw someone chasing her on foot - I really did. w /[’Ud .

Okay.
But...
Male or female?

I think, I don’t know; I couldn’t say. Ijust swear I seen somebody running behind
the truck.

Okay. And did the pickup go out of your sight then, at some point?

Yeah. | didn’t think nothing of it.

About what time was that, do you reckon?

I don’t — I'd have to — a short time before we went home, probably I’d have to
say, because right after that, we went home — Berta and 1 did. *Cause they only
bought a six pack and ‘course we didn’t, we didn’t get to drink any of that or
whatever, so they went — we got dropped off. We didn’t have money that night to
do any of that so...

Okay, so — and when you say dropped off, is that at your folks’ house?

Yes, at my mother’s house.

Okay. Also here in Poplar.

Yes.

And, uh, when did you first hear of Kim Nees being murdered?

That next morning.

And can you tell us about that — how that occurred?

Cassie Uter came over.
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Came over?
Woke us up, woke us up and told us that Kim got murdered that night.

Okay. And you guys — uh, didn’t you have something to do that morning — where
you were supposed to be or something?

I don’t recall, no. I don’t remember.
Okay.

That’s what my sister says. Berta says that we — there was a parade or something,
but I don’t remember.

Okay. And that’s all right if you don’t remember.

Yeah, [ don’t remember that.

Um, in any event, you learned of Kim Nees being killed.

Yes.

And did you know anything about that?

No.

That night, did you and the girls — the girls you previously mentioned...
Uh huh.

... uh, ever go down into the, to the park area down by the river, by the railroad
trestle?

No.

Not at all.

No.

Okay. There’s been talk from various peo... people, and I, I know that you’ve
heard it — um, lot of rumors going around — that several girls possibly killed Kim

Nees, rather than Barry Beach. Have you heard that?

Yes.
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Um, if they're talking about several girls, are they talking about you and the, and
the girls that were in that car? Or could they be? Or in your mind, do you know
that it couldn’t be you guys?

[ know it’s not me. [ know it’snot [...

Okay.

... or my sister. I know that for a fact.

Do you know what the other girls did after they dropped you off?

No.

Okay. Um, h... how well did you know Kim Nees?

[ knew her sister. [ knew Pam.

Okay. Was Pam more your age then?

You

Okay. But you did know of Kim.

[ did know of Kim, yeah.

Did you run around with her at all?

No.

Were you ever in that pickup — the Nees vehicle?

I don’t, I don’t know. I don’t think so. [hung around Pam, though...

Okay.

... at times, but...

All right.

But I don’t re... recall being in her truck.

All right. Um, do you recall a few days after the finding of Kim Nees’ body, do

you recall being in a vehicle with Barry Beach and, uh, I think it’s Caleb
Gourneau?
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No.

Okay. Do you recall Caleb Gourneau talking to you, or others during your
presence, about him being awakened by his dogs barking?

Yo

And you testified at trial, didn’t yéu‘?

[ said that, yeah.

Yeah. Buty...y... you were called by the defense, right?

Uh huh (affirmative).

And you testified that you heard — or he said he heard some dogs barking.

He said his dogs woke him up. _ X

Uh huh. §
S

He said his dogs woke him up; they, they were barking. He went outside and he
said he heard screaming. 1thought that’s what he said. ‘)§

Okay. Uh, I think at trial, you might have said whispering. Was it screaming or
whispering?

I don’t know, I thought that’s what... %

Whatever you recall, though. Do you think he said screaming? %

Did - why would I say whispering?

I don’t know. )E ;

I don’t know. I, I thought he said screaming. [ don’t know maybe. “3 $
N

I, I thought he said screaming.

Okay. \\ §

Okay. Now at some point, like possibly around 1988, you had some fingerprints
and hair collected from you, didn’t you?

Uh huh (affirmative).

BEACH J JACKSON TODD INT 9



WM:

i b

WM:

JT:

WM:

JT:

WM:

X i

WM:

JT:

WM:

i B

WM:

JT:

WM:

g

WM:

JT:

WM:

Did you ever find out what was done with that or what they found out about it?

[ don’t remember ever doing it.

Okay. But it was done.

Yeah.

Some law enforcement officers collected it from you?

My mother was really upset because yeah, I didn’t know. [ didn’t — you know, I
just said, “Yeah. Sure.” They wanted to hypnotize me to, um, see who that
person was coming behind the truck. So I said, “Sure, I'll go,” you know, “I’ll go
to get hypnotized.” And before you know, they’re doing that — pulling sam... hair
samples; this and that, and my mother got rather upset. So I, I didn’t know what
they were doing, you know.

Did, did you ever get hypnotized?

No.

Okay. Do you recall anything about a necklace?

Uh huh (affirmative).

Can you tell me the story about the necklace?

Uh huh (affirmative). About a week after it happened, I and Ed Vandover and, |
don’t know who we were with. But we went down there and we were walking
around down there, and we looked down and we saw a necklace — a gold necklace
with a diamond.

Where was it at?

Like around that area, on the bottom by the river.

Okay. Do —did you ever see like where the, where the Nees homicide took
place? Did you ever see that, like the moming after or anything?

No.
Did you ever see where...
It was about a week after.

Did you ever see her pickup parked down there, like the day after or anything?
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No.

Okay, but — so you went down and was walking around. Who were you with
again?

Ed Vandover. And we were with somebody else, and I don’t remember who we
were with.

Male or female, or do you remember?

[ don’t remember who we were with, because we were cruising around with
somebody. But I do remember finding that necklace and he snatched it out of my
hand.

You found it.

Well, we both had seen it.

But...

And | picked it up and he snatched it out of my hand.
Who’s he?

Ed.

Okay.

And I said, “I wonder if that could have been hers.” He said, “I don’t know. I'll
take it down right now and find out.”

And what did he do with it?

I don’t know. That was the extent of it.

Okay. Uh, do you remember anything about a keychain or keys?
No.

Did, did you get in, in a fight that night?

No.

Did you get in a fight a day or two after the Kim Nees homicide?
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Have you b... ever been in a fight where you had a hank of hair pulled out of your
head?

I've been in a few fights; I don’t know.

Okay.

But why? [don’t know.

Well, um, there’s a reason [ ask this, because there’s a statement from somebody
that said he was in a car with you and Caleb when you produced a necklace in the
car and said it was found down by the same or — and you had a keychain and you
were missing some hair out of your head, like somebody just pulled it out. Is
there any truth to that?

No, that’s the first I heard of that.

Okay. Let me look at a couple of things here. So to your knowledge, would
Caleb know anything about this necklace?

I don’t think so. I didn’t think it would be such a big impact, I mean I don’t — -
you know, it was after the fact. It was days after and it was just a necklace laying
there. And I said, “Gee, ] wonder whose, you know, this is?” and he pulled it out
of my hand and took it.

And can you describe it again?

It was gold with a little diamond in it.

Like a diamond pendant?

Uh, little, a little cross with a diamond in it.

And was the necklace — the chain broke or...?

It looked broke.

Okay. Now let’s get to who you’ve made statements to in the past. Um, I know
that you talked to local authorities, uh, right after the crime, like local cops and
FBI. Is that right?

Yeah, I mu... I must have. They were taking hair samples and this and that.

Well, | mean even close to the crime, like a day or two later. Um...
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Oh, yeah, ‘cause I told them that I seen that truck. Remember [...
Right. Right.
... told them I seen somebody following behind them, so they said, “Come down

and we’re gonna hypnotize you.” So I said okay, you know. Ididn’t have a
problem with that.

Yes. And, and | have those reports that — of when they talked to you and what
you said, and you’re exactly right. Um, after the local authorities talked to you
initially, then it appears that several years later they come and ask you for
fingerprints and hair samples. Because the incident happened in *79 and from
what I seen, it was 1988 when they asked for samples.

See that’s weird. I don’t — I thought that was like af... right after. 1don’t even
remember that.

Mike Wellenstein, would you look for that, to confirm that? Ubh, just, just to keep
it in order — that’s. .. ,

Uh huh.

... what I'm trying to do. Well, at some point — to continue on then, Joanne,
while Mike’s looking for that — um, at some point, uh, did anybody from
Centurion Ministries contact you?

Uh huh (affirmative), yes, they did.

Do you know when, approximately, that was?

Two years ago, in Missoula. Three years ago in Missoula.

So two or three years ago.

Yes.

And, uh, were you folks living in Missoula at that time?

Yes.

And did they call ahead or just come to your door or what?

They came, came to the door one day and we shooed them away.

And why? What did they say to you?
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Well, I didn’t think I had to say anything to them. Ididn’t...
How did they identify themselves?

You're the one that talked to them, aren’t you?

Go, go ahead, Mike. Now this’ll be, uh, Mike Todd talking.
Uh huh (affirmative).

You, you answered the door, Mike, apparently.

Um, she, she was in the middle of talking to them and I come out and they
identified themselves as investigators. And, and, and I just basically said, “Well,
what’s in the past is in the past. I don’t want you to come around no more.” And
they continued to c... run into them over a half a dozen times.

So they — you told them that you didn’t want to talk to them.
Exactly.
And then you said they kept coming to your home?

Yeah, once they even come over. They, they brought a, a schoolmate of mine,
RobBear. | remember this from a long time ago and he — I guess he was working
up the valley. So they got ahold of him and he said he was my.... And, and he
come to the door and he knocked on the door; “Well, Mike, how are you doing?”
“Well, I'm doing all right. How are you? What brings you around?” because, uh,
we had never — we had — we played baseball together; we were on separate teams
maybe. But, uh, we never had any close contact and I — and, and I looked behind
him and there stands Centurion Ministries again. And, and [ said, “What are you
doing? Hit the road. Itold you guys not to come around anymore.” And, “Well,
we need to get to the bottom.” “Well, you're not gonna get to the bottom of it
here. Go on.” You know, and I shooed them away at least five times and then
once really ticked me off when, when my landlord called my wife while I was out
of town working.

This is while you lived in Missoula?

While we lived in Missoula. And then my wife was w... I was out of town
working and she was at home, and my landlord called and said, “There’s, there’s
some investigators here.”

-
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Well, but she says, “I need to talk to you.™ So [ was all, “Well, shoot, now what
did we do?” You know, I was all worried. So I go over there and they’re sitting
there, you know, and [ said...

The Centurion Ministries people.

Y eah, they’re sitting there in my landlord’s office. Isaid, “Oh, it’s just you
guys,” *cause | thought oh, my gosh, I was in trouble by the landlord or
something, you know. And then it really made me mad. I got mad at them.

Did you tell them to leave you alone again?

I told them — I used the F word on them that time even. [ was mad. [ said, “What
gives you the right to do that — go through my landlord and say — and tell, tell my
landlord that my sister was involved in an accident or something — some tragedy —
you know, lie to her to get me over there?” And, and they said, “Well, we’re just
trying to get to the bottom of this. Here’s a picture of a bloody fingerprint. For
all we know, it could be yours.” I said, I said, “That can’t.. .’ Isaid, “I can’t
believe you guys.” [ said, “You guys have my fingerprints,” and see, little did I
know that, you know, I didn’t — because remember when they, they took my
fingerprints and my hair and, and I said, (unintelligible) and I said, “What, do1
need to get a lawyer?” “No, no, don’t — you don’t need a lawyer, Joanne, you
don’t need a lawyer.” Isaid, “Well, according to this,” I said, “I must need one,”
I said. You know, and, and then [ walked out, and that was that.

Did they show you any other pictures? -

Huh uh (negative), just that one picture of a bloody fingerprint, saying, “This
could be yours.”

Did you, did you ever make a statement to them of any kind, other than what
you’ve just talked about here?

No.

Joanne, is there anything else that you’d like to talk about this that we haven’t
talked about? I guess I could ask you point blank — let me, let me, let me ask you
just a few things and we’ll re-ask that question in a minute. Did you ever hit Kim
Nees with your fist?

No.

Did you ever kick Kim Nees with your foot?

No.
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Did you ever hit Kim Nees with any kind of an object?

No.

Did you ever — were you ever present when Kim Nees was beat up?
No.

Were you ever present when Kim Nees was, uh, bleeding?

No.

Did you ever help drag Kim Nees” body?

No.

Do you know — he would have been a young kid at the time — by the name of
Calvin Lester?

Calvin Lester.

He would have been a ten-year-old boy at the time.
I, I,  know him now. I mean I know him now.
Did you, did you ever see him that night? -

No.

Uh, do you remember a city or a police officer in the Poplar area at that time
named First?

No.

Wasn'’t it Calvin, as well?
Calvin First, uh huh.
Calvin First.

No.

Did you see the local cop that night you guys were cruising around? Do you
remember seeing a local cop?

No.

BEACH J JACKSON TODD INT 16



_,/'* ™

WM:

JT:

WM:

JT:

WM:

JT:

WM:

JT:

WM:

MT:

WM:

MT:

WM:

MT:

WM:

JT:

WM:

Okay. Probably didn’t want to see the local cop, right?

No.

Okay. Now we’ll get back to where we were. [s there anything regarding this
that you’d like to talk about? This — like we talked about earlier, this is your
statement; not mine. It’s your statement so you're entitled to say anything you
want to.

No. I, I've said all I’ve said.

Okay.

It’s just really stressful is all.

Do you have any questions?

No.

Okay. Mike —I’'m talking to, to Mike Todd now.

Uh.

Do you have any questions or comments, Mike?

Um, yeah, I’d just like to comment on the way Centurion Ministries has badgered
us over the years. Uh, they’ve caused a lot of stress on my family, bringing in —
you know, coming and claiming they’re investigators and, and going as far as
printing in the newspaper Joanne Jackson killed this woman. And, and for us —
for my wife to try to poke her head out in community and the society and, and it’s
been really hard on her — hard for her to go look for work and hard for her to'do
this and that because there’s so much chaos or, uh, so much talking going
amongst that. ..

Well...

... Centurion Ministries has started.

And that brings up another thing. Joanne, we heard that you were — there was so
much bad eyes on you and stuff, from local people around here, and looking down
their nose at you...

Uh huh (affirmative).

... that you even, uh, had to find a job in a different town. Is that true?
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I feel comfortable working out of town because I don’t like people to look down
on me and, um, it, it’s hard.

And is that all a cause from what Centurion Ministries have printed about you?

s it partial, yes. Um, I feel more comfortable, you know. I, [ was working at the
hospital up here; then I went to have lunch and I know they’re sitting there talking
about me, you know, and [ know that it's over this deal. And how embarrassing
is that, you know. It doesn’t feel real good. And so I said | won’t work there
anymore, you know.

It, it now comes to mind that I remember her coming home one day — “Those

guys showed up at my work.” I think it was Centurion Ministries, if I remember

right — “Those guys showed up at my work today.” And, and she ran them offat _—
her work that day.

b
Oh, Joanne was telling you that they showed up at her work.

Yeah. Yeah, in Missoula when she worked at Hunters Glen. Centurion
Ministries showed up there even. And, and —if I, if I remember correctly. Um...

Do you recall that, Joanne?

[ don’t know if they showed up there. Oh, yeah, they did, *cause [ went and
called a.... 1 knew the defense attorney up there. And I called her and I told her
about what they were doing to me. And she said, “Joanne, if they bother you
again, you just give me a call and I'll talk to them.” Well, since then, we moved
back and | — and when my name come up in the Missoulian, in that little paper, I
wished I could have got ahold of her but I was down here and I couldn’t get ahold
of her number right away and [ wanted to talk to her about it, you know.

How long have you lived back here then?

Since May, um...

Last year?

Yeah.

1d like to file harassment charges on them if I could afford a lawyer.

Yeah.

I didn’t know if it had gone that far.
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Do you remember the, the names of the Centurion Ministry people?
No.
No, we threw that card away.

These people, do you remember them, um — or even if they were, uh, male or
female?

No.

Always two men.

The old fellow was — I remember he had white hair on his face and glasses. I
don’t know if he had a beard or not. But he had white hair. And I threw his card
away, which I wished I would have never done because, um, it’s really hard, you
know. It doesn’t feel very good.

Tammy, do you have any questions?

[ think you’ve covered everything.

Mike Wellenstein?

No, [ don’t.

Richie, do you have any questions?

No, I, I don’t.

Okay. Anything else you guys that you can think of?

No.

We should be done with this.

Yeah, it’d be nice to be rid of this whole thing. Okay, the time now is

approximately 1550 hours. This will conclude the conversation with Joanne and
Mike Todd.
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