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" maped telephone conversation between Sheriff Dean Mahlum and Sgt. Jay Via, Monroce La. P.D.

This is Sheriff Dean Mahlum in Welf Point, Montana. Is Sgt. Via there please?

Yes sir, he is. Could you hold for a mament?

Sir, I'm going to go ahead and tramsfer you back and then I'll pick it up and talk.

That will be fine.

Sgt. via -
Sheriff Mahlum -
Sgt. Via -
Sheriff Mahlum -
Sgt. Via -
Sheriff Mahlum -

S5gt. via -~

Hello

Jay.

When are you going to give me my steak dinner?s

f
henever "vou think you need it.s
Dean, we have cjot a beautiful recorded confession..

T

Ckay -

Whénd he left the river and went home, “tock off his clothes ) laid down -
and went to sleep, he woke back up went ou get samething to eat.
He walked down past the Catholic Church, past the school house by the
Exxon Station and Kimberely was there. She was talking to samebody. He
went over and talked to HBer and asked her to go riding around, and got
in the(@apwith her. They rode around and went out to the river by the
railrocad bridge, smoked two jodnts, and they started talking and it got
a little intimate and he asked her to go to bed with him and she cbject-
ed and he got pissed and he kept insisting and he grabbed her ard a
fight started. He reached down on the floor board and grabbed a

12 inch nickle plated or silver crescent wrench and started hitting

her with it. She managed to get out on the diiver's side, he dropped
the crescent wrench’

and started hitting her. She ran around the truck and he tackled her
in kind of a little type grassy area with some gravel and stuff, And he
just started hitting her until she didn't move. Andhe.res;}ﬁ‘ath
says about garbage bag. He says that he found a garbage bag in

the truck, tried to put her all the way in it-and couldn't , so he put
it around. her. shoulders and ' her down and er off

and the garbage bag came off of her: "Now he dees not put.ting
the purse or anything elseé by the He says he ers gseeing it
on the ground outside. He m that afterwards he went

pack to his house and and at the bottom of the hill where he was, there
was a box car there. _He sajid he was covered with blood and toock off his

cloﬂlesandburnadtheminthatbcxcar thcmeaxxisneaked_

_know where. But, the details he ran are almost identical to
what you found at the scene. He's only got cne thing wrong. The
clothes the v 1xiti.m was wearing. You”said ghe had on a brown plaid
shirt '
But he sa;.d he took t'h

spocr‘cscoat thing cff her and

4



2

Sheriff Mahlum - Well, I'm just uh - the sweater that was there at the scene that
was folded up, I believe was light colored. I'd have to go back
into the report on that Jay, to find ocut exactly. - )

Sgt. via - I believe when I talked to you earlier, you said it was a dark blue
- v-neck pullovershirt. ’

Sheriff Mahlum —~ Now thats the -.iane that she was wearing that/w 88 the victim when she
wag in the water. But the sweater that was found by the pickup, if my
memory serves me correct, was light colored.

Sgt. via - Okay. Now I understand. Cause he wouldn't came off that. He said _
Tee what we did is we ran a ~ whats called a

Then we ran him-on whats called a "truth vs lie" Wwhere you tell the
absolute truth . .the first time and the second time you tell an
he bombed the shit out of that. Then we went in
- =

t'm 1ocking at, Ronmie is handing me the photograph of the side of
pickup and the sweater that's laying there iz a light colored

Button up or cardigan type sweater that you know, conceivably he could
confuse for a sports type jacket or whatever.

Sheriff Mahlum

sgt. via - Now he said the shirt she was wearing though was polyeste}: plaid.
Fee he's off on that Hut there's more detalls in it that he couldn't have

Sheriff Mahlum Now when I say sweater of a pull over type, its not a heavy buiky type

sweater. It's a cne of these light weight, you know, thin type sweater

materials.
Sgt. Via ~ He's saying that the shirt that she was wearing was a 'Eégid % light
colored shirt. And you're saying a dark blue v-neck e's off on

that but I think that's very very minor:

After we talked Jay, after our last conversation, and looking or think-
about it and locking at the crime scene pictures, fram the point where
our vietim was beaten ocn the ground, there is a large quantity of blood
and we've got a drag trail fram there to the edge of the river, where
you can see scmething was drug along the ground, but there's absolutely
no blood fram the point where she "was beaten until we get tight to
the edge of the river.

Sheriff Manlum

Sgt. Via - There's the grabage bag.

Sehriff Mahlum

1

You bet.



sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum-

Sheriff Mahlum

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum

Beach =-

Sheriff Mahlum

Sheriff Mahlum

Sheriff Mahlum

at all? He'

-3
Listen, he wanted to talk to you. Do you want to talk to him?

well, how do you think that's going to set you pecple? Are you
going to go ahead and contimue into your cases now or -

Right. We're not going to bring that i‘g‘g's not even aware right now,
ati right and signed waivers and waived
I was going to talk to

what I'm going to do and there's no problem with that Jay but I want to
contact my prosecuter on it and get the go fram him so I'll be back to
you within minmutes after we hang up. If you don't feel that its goirg
to be any problem from where your going nocw, I don't mind talking with
Barry.

Rere's the thing about it. I have enocugh procbable cause anyway to
charge him with or without your say so. He's only up here on
misdemeancr charges. :

Well, theres no problem. As soon as I talk with my County Attorney
here, you'll I_lave a deliberate hemicide charges I'm sure of'that.

LR A

I'll tell you what. 1t would probably help cur situation cut a little
if you would just talk to him. So let me get him, if you'll hold on just
a seord.

Sure.

I'm just going to transfer you and I'm going to stay on the phone.
Sheriff, this is Barxy.

Barry are you on the line?

Yes sir. I just wanted you to kinda keep it away from my mother till
I get a chance to talk to hex, you know. .

You know we've been in contact with Sgt. Via there Barry, and one of the
things that I'd considered is however you wanted to handle it. As
far as, rather than her getting it any other way,.I was going to go
down and talk to her in person but if you'd rather we just stayed away
from her -

1'd rather wait till T was there and rather stay out of the Wolf Point or
Poplar area, which would be up to you.

I'm sure we can handle that and arrange it. As far as with your Mom,
when you talk with her if there's anything that I can do or anything
or any questions or anything, you tell her just to get aghold of me and

‘we'll help you on that end.

If I can just wait till I get there. She'll take it pretty hard.

I'm sure of that. Barry, it's been samething that's been packed arcund
a long time inside, so just keep running with Sgt. Via there Barxy.

The conversations I've had with him I think you've placed your trust inc
a good man there.,



cheriff Mahlum -

Beach ™~

Sheriff Manlum

Beach -

Sherif{ Mahlum

Beach -

Sheriff Mahlum

]

Beach -

Shariff Mahlum

Beach -~

Sheriff Mahlum -

Beach -

Sqt. Via-
theriff Mahlum -

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sheirff Mahlum -

Sgt. via -

sheriff Mahlum -
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S0 we'll get it worked out. Is there anything else I can do for you
Barry? o

Until I get there you kncw. Wa'll sit down and discuss it when
I get there. Just let me phone Mom, but at the same time I'd like toc
have you there. Me and Mom both put our trust in you.

well, we have had some involvement there arxd things like that and I've
always shot square with you so T think the time is right if whatever is
there just to get it out and continue to go that route, because that

- ie the best policy right now and what ever I can do, we'll get the

thing taken care of and out of the way and as far as my feelings Barry,
I'm there with you.

I appreciate that.

we'll get it do'ne, okay?

Yes sir.

You just contirue to help those people out dewn there the best way

that you can, and the policy that you have taken now and the things that
you-have done, just stay with them ,ckay? :
Yes sir. !’

Is there anything else Barry?

NoSir, not that I can think of.

Ckay, why don't you go ahead and hang up
I'1]1 be in touch with iyou and we'll go with hex, Okay?

Yes s5ir.

T think we're £ixin to take Barry out and get him something to eat

‘He _sa T he co Cdeat a horse, e proves "wJurg‘ A
[ oadd + Fed wa  befos canbertion, A 2o SOy,
W%ll he's ;:Zﬂced it around a long time ancf?ust in talking with hm%"

right now as campared (Tape turned off}), /= e e T £
Rl o &_,J:,gf S 7 TRt Cae

Sheriff Mahlum in Wolf POint, Mt. again. calling for Sgt. Via please.

Hold on for just a minute. I'll transfer you and if I loose you, just
call us back.

Hello

Jay? - 1've got my prosecutor here in the office. We've got a
peliberate Homicide charge, $500,000.00 reccomended bond. You pecple
can use that however you seea £it but we do want that on him. Jay, just
a couple of questions that came to mind as we talked here in the last
half hour. Did he make any reference to the keys to that vehicle?

He threw the keys in the river with the wrench and tire

Did he give you any indication from the location of where the body



where those went in?

Sgt. Via - I'd have to play the tape back to find cut. I can go in there
and ask him right now though, if you want me to.
Sheriff Mahlum - Would you?
sgt. Via - Hold on just a second. He said e it would be

to his righ . As far as he recalls. P

" ' - /’ :#:,—3’/-* .
That would be upstream? ’r A/”/\:'f g Hrh
o8 #s Rodr A

va, one other question. Does he make any mnticn and possibly vou

A

Sheriff Mahlum

Sgt. Via - That's what he said, upstream.

Sheriff Mahlum

TOf anyone else inthe areaat the time this

was going on.” We're talkingri that's probably from U.S,
highway #2 to the railrocad dge that he mentioned is probably a

quarter of a mile.

Sgt. Via - Now he says, we asked him if he saw or came in contact with anyone
either during or after the homicide and he said no.

Sheriff Mahlum

Ckay, good. Now, does'l he have or do you think there's anything there -
he, identify the person that Kim was talking to at the Exxon station?

Sgt. via - He sald his name was Steve. Hold on just a second and I'll gef you

~OlE name. Sheriff, he thinks the quys name, but he's not real certain ‘
the quys name is Steve Shequi.Sclguuy TFamser p7? <37 ne narz_ /
- 4

him that on the

o
o' which is included in the report.

Good. Now the last thing that I had I guess for this evening Jay,

Sheriff Mahlum
' Can we have, or when will you have the transcription available of the

tape? _

Sgt. Via - Probably Monday. Sometime Monday, because our secretarys a.re all
off on the week ends. Itwillbetranscr:.bedandthen& 1L
definately get a of it.

Sheriff Mahlum - The second part of that questzon You will or the tape of this
A i « Tape wad erade
“’P‘— RLtd-")
Sgt. Via - t,.'LB correct./Sheriff, one thing I need you to fox: me, is teletype
, the authority judge, the amount of bond and the
charge for this individual vp here. Our NCIC indentifier is LAC370000.

Sheriff Mahlum - Jay, the last thing that we have, we will hold off as far as anything
with the press or his mother. The only people that I am going to notify
are the parents of our victim. We will just hold that in reserve for
your case.

Sgt. Via - I do not think that that is going to hamper us now. We've got into
alittlebitofoursandIminkweregoingtocomeupdryonours

right at this particular time. I%as%one of them. The latest and
most current one, we can put him on a &P in Norfolf, Va. then but

we'll do scme further checking into that. As far as the parents of the
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Sheriff Mahlum
Sgt. via -
Sheriff Mahlum-

S gt. via -

Sheriff Mahlum

i

Sgt. via -

Sheriff MahLum

Sgt. Via -~

Sheriff Mahlum

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum -

5gt. Via -

6.
victim is concerned, that's up to you. If you want to make a press

release, that's fine with ug down here. Because once he's allowed
to make a phone call to the street, word 1s going to be out anyhcw.
__,.71 ng

wWhen would he be able to contact his mother up here? -
when do you think it's convenient?

Well, just suit yourself on it I guess, Jay. . ]
TE +he e Yirek iy nash o baey ab A Lor somedine wor
We may._dq boniqht,- e're t men He wants to talk to his-father

Street. Thaa U4 lys af u«o( 4'{- kun,ug i-' fvu-f

I would say that if you think there is a chance that he is involved with
any of your cases if he talks with his mother, I think that she

may supply him with a little bit of concrete and he may be a little
tougher to deal with. That is just the involvement that I have had
with the two of them,

I'm glad to know that,

Even, there is scme ammusiwmerebemeenthemoofman

" ghe i8 8 little possessive of the thing and Barry will listen

to what she has to say.

I talked to her briefly last night and she was wilang to go along
-with what we were going to do at the time. _Sh
about the homicide, this is on the other deal when they were trying
o gat him bonded cut last pight, A

—— ErTa—

She was the one that was at ting to get him ? His real moth:
Thas all mﬁnx; ~my Jucle ﬁm.r INEJM# A.La;F ke 1y basl m'_,a;E
What had happened. She had called his. uncle here and the uncle

to talk to him and find out what was going on. _She felt that he ought

boba.lefi:injail. Andtheunclegotbentcutofshapearxiwentoff
was_fixin 5

talkmo*the“%mther“fffst! because he said he was " doirg it at’

st ’whenlgotoné.ephmeher,shesaldImldhunI:_
didn’t want him out.’ So: that's how that thing went last night. 1
# alye digputes J'b{ Urale 4u4~smuq where he safd my Umile uolbiwbar!

did <
I g'ues%&we}};“a '{:‘ﬁe point now Jay, that whatever £its you pecple the

best on this end, as far as notifying her or press releases or whatever,
you guys Jjust dictate that to us. I'm not in any big push or whatever.
We've been locking at this thing since June of 1979 so whatever think
you will £it best for your chances on these other cases, you just dictat
the thing and thats the route we'll go.

Ckay, and when you talk to the parents of the victim, if they have any
questions from us down here, tell them to feel free to call. We'll make
every effort to help them out.

I think I have enough information form you now that I can pretty well
£ill them in on the thing and -

let me say this, it just crossed my mird. He has already stated that
he will waive extradition to come back to Montana.




Sheriff Mahlum-

Sgta Via -

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sgt. via -

Sheriff Mahlum =~

Sgt. via -

Sheriff Mahium ~-

sgt., Via ~

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sgt. via -

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sgt. via -
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If we get to the point where we see that he is not going to

be involved in ours I will be back in touch with you along those
lines. I believe my camander was going to talk to you anyway
along those lines on another aspect of it.

You're going to be in the office tomorrow Jay?

T do not know what time T will be in the office. Let me give you
/ﬁxy home phone # 318-343-5330. My wife is a nurse and she is on call
in the morning, 4nd we have a small child in the house and she has
about 5 cases scheduled at the hospital in the morning, so I know if
T can't find a babysitter, I'm probably to have to babysit till she

getsg free.

I understand the problem.

I've got a comittment I've got to take care of there firsth

but I've got to, came in and do scme paper work anyway if nothing else.
I'm going to try and get some detailed reports written up on the
examinations and everything else. Let me ask you this. Are:
spolygraph tests admigsable in Montana?

" Not''1 suspect that we will be locking at the statement that you
have taken, you'r testimony, now whether or not the testg that vou
‘were running during the course of that ip beryiew are acdmissable or nat
ge'1l have to look at, but I doubt that they will be. — ~
They cdaimed ) Ml there was sly one
I doubt very seciodsly if they will be either because they're not
admissable &wn here. We can use them as investigative tools but
not as ~ but that's no problem, we're covered on eithex.end..

Now it may be tomorrow morning before you have that teletype in your
hands as far as the - what I will do is I will send you a teletype copy
of our warrant verbatim, including recommended bond and as far as any
press releases I will hold off until - Do you think that you will be
interviewing Barry anymore like tomorrow or over the week—end as far as
vour case is concerned? :

It is a good pogsibility.

We won't make any releases here outside of the victims parents
until we have heard fram you.

Did you want one of your investigators down hem when we talk with him?

Well, I've been kinda banging that around in my head also. In fact
if T could have found a jet that would have had me there, I'd be sitting
in your office right now. Let us kick that over just a little bit.
You people run with where your at now. We're fixmed up on our end.
If you think that for any reason, like Barry made comment there on the
phone that he and I have had some dealings on it: plus with his
brother, If any of that ties together or if ™5’ anything there

‘wa'll run with where you quye are at, I guess is bottom line.

?11 need or want, 't hesitate, to call and ask, cause if we
_can't get it we'll Tind sSaneone Who can. m; 7 e

vt Yoy et B el o
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If you want to send an irrvestigétor, that's fine. I think its turned
out pretty good so far and all we have to do is keep noping.

Iet me get back in here with him and see what direction we're going
and T get in with you sometime bomorrow. o

Sheriff Mahlum ~ I know the tire iron and wrench’ did g ' i * 0 “also did
state that the keys also went in the river, is that correcty
sgt. via ~ The-keys_ also went in the river. And he states that after he threw

the tire tool in-the river he went back to the truck and tried to

tk}eeviderx:e vand he found the wrench and tock i e, _Xeys
and threw them in ri . He also said he Pried to wipe the truck
down: for prints byiusing His shirt sleeve. ‘ ’ i

Sheriff Mahlum - If you go back in there Jay, would you ask him, we've got cne partial

bloody print on the exterior of the pickup.
sg.t Via - Where at? '

Confesson o4y Lot gide '

Sheriff Mahlum ~ It's along the passenger deor; its not on the door, you're familiar
with a pickup truck, okay? BAs you close the door the part of the cab
that is not, what I'm trying to say is, its not the door, its -

- ' PR I

Ssgt. Via = The quarter panel behind the door?
Sheriff Mahlum - There you go. By the glass. The partial print that we have is the

area directly below the thurb. If you just locked at your hand

its in the web of the hand, right in there. We have a set of prints

and they have been campared by the bureau S
Print. THiE goes back t what I was telling you a little while ago%

Yt IE_our feeling that we've had s%:dz at the scene between the
i that she was killed and the the wag found., - But wculd
~you specifically ask Barry where, or pursue that line a little bit,
whether or not he messed with that pickup,.plus the passerqer's dnor,
tg ?’Jwrff“ we found the the door was locked. Whether or ntt he closed
T in T ythe doorandﬁ' it or what, S e '

; 'r:;’ % r-{ ;,1 B - N L4 .
Sgt. Via - - The passenger's side?

Sheriff Mahlum ~  _Yes. If you could check on that just alittle bit for me.
Sgt.via - If you'll hang on just a second, I'll go ask him. He says that he

did shut the door, and he was_not sure if he locked it. He said he
was so scared after it happened, he could have locked it.

Gheriff Mahlum ~ You advised me earlier that he doesn't remember pr can't answer ;
as far as the purse or sweater that are s up under the pickup,

.is_that-earrect?’
Sgt. via - Right. And he says that he remembers that the purse was on the front
: . _seat between . t aftex the Iight and after he had killed

he remembers s the se on the sengers side of the
_vehicle on the . And I asked him if he did anything with it

and he says he doesn't know.



s ;rouu’ 'anq Wert oliabes f,é Lhe contossion o -f‘if- ,
ay, this is the County Attorney. Onihe ' in and
&esmoned him on, when you write out vour Leport, be sure and nclude those in them.

Sgt. Via - That's no problem. Every bit of that is included in his recorded
~ confession. B
McCann - The about the ourse being on the ground and whether he might or’
ﬁ%ﬁm—m Tt come back and deny,
if we do have a problem with that. -
Sgt. via - -I"agree with you 100%. That is what I was telling the Sheriff.

;%%gthatlhav‘egonebackarﬂaskeﬂhﬂnxsmedmthis
ession va Jus whnat nig answers

were. We re covered there, but in my report I will sumarize this.

m%mmmkesmmmmmﬁsm%m.wmm
McCann ~ I reali;wang to thank you vexry 'for all your assi tance.

I would try to keep him away fram Roberta as much as you can if

your going to question him about those others. She might give him

same strength, you never know.

Sgt.via - Okay, because I do not want his Upcle finding. out.about it now.
H;s.unqlg has already t‘rled to bondM

MeCann - " Well, §500,000.00 Bond, he might have a little difficulty there.

Sgt. Via -~ Well, that's true but on a capital murder charge here, we can hold

him without bond. He is an adult in the state of ILouisana and can

be treated as one. N\
McCamn -~ Gocd. I am aware of that and it poses just alittle bit of a problem here,)

and as long as it was ckay where you are it's okay here, and are

hoping that the courts will see it that way too.

~,

Sgt. via ~ I had thought that when we started this thing I checked with the D.A.
and he said as long as he is an adult in this jurisdiction, you can
treat him as an adult as long as you have him here. <Now once he
crosses the line, then he has to be treated as a_juvenile.

McCann - Right. ‘
Sgt. Via - But we're pretty solid as far as his rights and all that. We have

everal signed rights walvers on the confession-and-that-he-has—
,d"been adviged of h.xsj.qhts 5_ o 6 different times and he fully

understaids his rights, .

g W ﬂﬂ"l--nﬂ'wm a
" intoxicants so we're covered pretty well on t:hat as far as E{_gf__‘_

confession . —

McCann = sounds like you did a marvelous-job. .

Sgt. via - Ihopewere'domg smethmggoodanyway Right now I lost my
-voice and everything else, but we're still kicking T
. T He e "",““ sl the dime fe o-auffpl Fry e /
McCann - I can appreciate that, and I hope that if he is involved in yours
you find that out too.



S gt. Via -

MoCann =~

Sgt. Via-

McCann ~

Sheriff Mahlum -

Sgt. Via -

Sheriff Mahlum -~

&t. Via -

10
' ’ o 0 2 W*L oJ baenr frd”‘f 10"1 als u‘{‘[
T think we'll know scmethlng pretty def:x.nate in‘the directicn that

we need to go. I do galng o o because we
don't want to dross the bwdwmntyw
int if 1 : So we're just playing it by ear right now. Of
course he's been allowed to leave and go to the restroom we went
out and got him dinner and w_aﬁ all that good mess.
Mcab “‘24, ,;{9
That's all documen too, I

Yes. Jt will be by the time I neport" it We're go;mg cover everything

" down here as if 1t were a case that we had presented to our court system

here. We have a pretty tough system and we get convictions down here
80, werenotgoingtodoanythmgshadyoranythingtojeopomze
the case.

Well, I really appreciate all your efforts. I'll give you back to
ny Shez:lff and he 11 pmbably just say good-by . o

warrant. foryour s 3upper

‘Tell him to hold off on the check. We'll prcbably see him up there

“and he can taxe us oukt,on the towl. in ract if our way up
there when he waives extr :
~gtuff in hand and see you in person.

Well, T'11 bell 're to get a trig hereand_
1've never rea ’ 51 -

gethimbut, we'll briﬂyﬂgghe:emgz. _}}E%be it. I'1l
be in contact you sametime tamorrow just to frim up ‘

e's anything we've forgotiten about. -

That will be fine Sheriff.





